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1. Unfortunately Oliver Mendelsohn and Marika Vicziany fail to point out who considered ‘Bhakti to be a systematic attack 
on the caste system’. in their co-edited volume The Untouchables. Subordination, Poverty and the State in Modern India,  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998, p. 22. 
2. Bhimrao Ambedkar,’Annihilation of Caste’, in Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches, vol I, Bombay: 
Government of Maharashtra, 1936, p. 74.  
3. Gail Omvedt, Buddhism in India. Challenging Brahmanism and Caste, New Delhi: Sage Publications, 2003, p. 187. 
4. Richard Burghart, ‘The Founding of the Ramanandi Sect', in: Ethnohistory, 25,2, 1978, pp. 121-139, p. 121.  
5. Walter Fernandes, The Emerging Dalit Identity: the Reassertion of the Subalterns, New Delhi: Indian Social Institute, 
1996, p. 4. 
6. M.N.Srinivas, ‘Introduction’, in Caste, its Twentieth- Century Avatar, ed by M.N.Srinivas, New Delhi: Penguin Publ., 
1997, p. xv.  
7. Purnendu Ranjan, ' Kabirpanth and Politics in Mithila', in: Dalits and Peasants. The Emerging Caste-Class Dynamics, 
ed. by Ashish Ghosh, Delhi: Gyan Sagar Publication, 1999, pp. 145-165; Saurabh Dube, Untouchable Pasts: Religion, 
Identity and Power among a Central Indian Community, New York: State University of New York Press, 1998.  
8. Robert Deliège, The Untouchables of India, Oxford: Berg Publishers, 1999, p. 148. 
9. Ranajit Guha, Dominance without Hegemony. History and Power in Colonial India, Cambridge: Mass: Harvard 
University Press, 1997, p. 50.  
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10. Nandini Gooptu, The Politics of the Urban Poor in Early Twentieth-Century India, Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2001, p. 150,197.  
11. Briggs mentioned Jaisvàra and Dusadhs as main members of the sect. To my knowledge Dusadh and Dhusiya are the 
same. George Waston Briggs, The Chamars, Calcutta: Associated Press, 1920, p. 211.  
12. Nowadays the Siv Narayan panth has members in Gorakhpur, Ghazipur, Jaunpur, Allahabad, Varanasi, Raibareilly, 
Chandauli, Bareilly, Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi, Mathura, Agra, Nainital, Dehradun, Bhagalpur, Ara, Sivan, Chapra, 
Sonpur, Muzaffarpur, Patna, Khagol, Samsthipur, Barauni, Mokama, Vachvara, Gangajhali, Ariya, Purnia, Koshanganj, 
Champaran, Raksaul, Ghatshila, Katiyar, Vardvan, Dhanbad, Betiya, Jamalpur, Bhabhua, Chindvara, Sinhbhumi, Bokaro, 
Tata Jamshedpur, Virbhumi, Dinajpur, Howrah and Kolkata, Asam, Naida, Dibugarh, Orissa, Hazaribagh, Jharkhand, 
Purliya, Chakradhapur, Ratlam, Indore, Jabalpur, Nimadh Khandva, Baitul, Mahu Chavani, Manmarh, Nasik, Ahmedabad, 
Jaipur, Puna in Maharashtra, Mumbai, Delhi, Jalandhar, Nepal, Sikkim, Dhaka, Mauritius, London, South Africa, Natal, 
America. This list is derived from the invitation letter for the ‘Guru Granth Janantã Samàroh’ on the 6th December 2003.  
13. Marina Carter,  Voices from Indenture. Experiences of Indian Migrants in the British Empire, London and New York: 
Leister University Press, 1996, p. 21. 
14.  Steven Vertovic, ‘Hinduism in Diaspora’, in Hinduism Reconsidered, ed by Günther-Dietz Sontheimer and Hermann 
Kulke, New Delhi: Manohar, 1997, p. 288.  
15. I owe this information to Sita Ram, a Kanadian Dalit activist. He had just come back from the First Dalit World 
Congress in Malaysia to attend the Buddh Mahotsav in Sarnath and Boddh Gaya.  He supplied me with an exhaustive 
overview of the Kabir panth and Raidasi diaspora congregation in form of visiting cards. Most of them he had collected 
during the congress. There were no Siv Narayanas among them. Communication on 5.12.1998.  
16. George A. Grierson, 'Ramananda', in: Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, vol 10, 1919, pp. 569-572. 
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17. George A. Grierson, ‘Siv Narayanis’, in Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, vol 11, 1921 and J.N.Farquhar, The 
Outline of the Religious Literature of India, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidas, 1966. 
18. Karine Schomer, 'Introduction, the Sant Tradition in Perspective', in The Sants. Studies in a Devotional Tradition, ed. 
by Karine Schomer and W.H. McLeod, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidas, 1987, p. 5. 
19. Harjot Oberoi, The Construction of Religious Boundaries: Culture, Identity and Diversity in the Sikh Tradition, Delhi: 
Oxford University Press, 1995, p. 89. 
20. They are 1. Lava Granth  2. Sant Vilas  3. Sant o Jan Granth 4. Santsundar 5. Guru anyas 6. Sant acari 7. Santopades  8. 
Sabdavali 9. Sant parvana 10. Sant mahima 11. Sant sagar 12. Bara stotra 13. Bara parvana 14. Pati parvana 15. Bari Bani. 
The sixteenth book still has to be revealed. George A. Grierson, ‘Siv Narayanis’, in Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, 
vol 11, 1921, p. 579. 
21. Heinrich von Stietencron’Charisma and Canon: The Dynamics of Legitimization and Innovation in Indian Religions’, 
in Charisma and Canon. Essays on the Religious History of the Indian Subcontinent, ed. By Vasudha Dalmia, Angelika 
Malinar and Martin Christof, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2001, p. 24. 
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22. This information I owe to Walter John, friend and mentor in my explorations into Dalit Bhakti. A fervent admirer of 
Kabir, he did not feel comfortable with Svami Siv Narayan’s teachings. His native village is right next to Candravar Dham 
and many information concerning the Dham I owe to him. He died unexpectedly in July 2003.   
23. Communication by Beni Madhav Sonkar in August 1977 in Kanpur. Other urban editions were published in Shimla, 
Lucknow, Allahabad, Kanpur and Mumbai. Sri 108 Svami Siv Narayani Guru Anyas, Gyan Dipak,  Kanpur: Sant Samaj 
Prabandhak Samiti, 1964, p. 4.  
24. W.H. McLeod, Guru Nanak and the Sikh Religion, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1968, p. 150. 
25. Udasi Sikhs can be traced back to  Sri Chand, the second son of Guru Nanak, ibid., p. 79. 
26. The Five Ks, each begins with the character 'k', are unshorn hair (kes); wooden comb (kangha); sword (kirpan);  steel 
bracelet (kara); and undershorts (kach). Harjot Oberoi, The Construction  , p. 25. 
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27. In 1878 Ghazipur District was divided and the new district of Ballia  founded. Nowadays Candravar Dham is situated in 
Ballia district. The Ghazipur District Gazetteer mentions  famines in 1631, 1770, and after the introduction of the British 
Raj,  in 1783. H.R. Nevill, Ghazipur District Gazetteer, vol 24, Allahabad: Government of India Press, 1908, p. 48.  
28. The hagiography does not dwell on that but I assume the Sadhus were served beef.  Svami Siv Narayan jivan caritra, 
ed. by Beni Madhav Sonkar, Kanpur: Deepak Press, 1962, p. 36. 
29. At the beginning of any major festival the mohanbhog has to be prepared and consecrated to Svami Siv Narayan before 
the religious ceremony (puja) begins. It consists of nourishing semolina with sugar, clarified butter (ghi), and it is cooked in 
milk. 
30. This episode repeats the Puranic legend how Siva was not invited to the Vedic yajna of his father-in-law Daksa because 
he lived as an ascetic. Out of fury, he decapitated Daksa and committed the mortal sin of murdering a Brahmin.  Axel 
Michaels, Der Hinduismus, München: C.H.Beck, 1998, p. 240. The same motif has many variations. Raidas, the 
untouchable cobbler saint, is not invited to a ritual meal when food is served to the Brahmans. Miraculously he multiplies 
and sits next to each Brahman, thereby punishing them for practicing untouchability.  
31. The five Ms are: liquor (madya), meat (mamsa), fish (matsya), parched grain or kidney beans (mudra) and sexual union 
(maithuna)  for which see  Agehananda Bharati, The Tantric Tradition, London: Rider and Company, 1965, p. 242. 
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32. David Lorenzen, 'The Life of Nirguna  Saints,' in Bhakti Religion in Northern India. Community Identity and Political 
Action, ed David Lorenzen, New Delhi:  Manohar, 1996, pp. 186-7. 
33. The chapters are called: 1. Introduction  ('Arambh khand'), 2. Yoga, 3. The trader ('Sahu khand'), 4. The thief ('Cor 
khand’5. Consummation of marriage ('Gavan khand'),  6. The passionate woman ('Kamini khand'),  7. Mortal sin ('Yam 
khand'),  8. Devotion ('Bhakt khand'), 9. Ten forms of Visnu ('Das avatar khand), 10. The four ages of the world ('Yug'), 11. 
Four heroines ('Càr nayika khand'), 12. Devotee (Bhakta khand). 
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34. Linda Hess, ‘Kabir's Rough Rhetoric’, in The Sants, oc.,  p. 143-166. J. H. Farquhar claims that Svami Siv Narayan 
stands in the tradition of Kabir, but there is no evidence of that. Farquhar, Outline., p. 334. 
35. Winand M. Callewaert and Peter G. Friedlander, The  Life and Works of Raidas, New Delhi: Manohar, 1992, p. 31. 
36. W.H. McLeod, Guru Nanak, ibid., p. 209. 
37. I am deliberately borrowing an expression from David Washbrook. He uses the term to describe the situation of the 
Dalits in the Madras Presidency in the eighteenth century. At that time they profited from colonial rule. David Washbrook, 
'Land and Labour in Late Eighteenth Century South India: The Golden Age of the Pariah?', in Dalit Movements and the 
Meaning of Labour in India, ed. by Peter Robb, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1993. 
38. Gooptu does not know of the difference between the two Khatik lineages and takes their  claims for higher status for 
granted. For her, the Khatik are Sudras and she builds her argument of Hindu militancy on them.  
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39. Maren Bellwinkel-Schempp, ‘Kabir-Panthis in Kanpur: From sampradàya to Dalit Identity’, in Images of Kabir, ed. by 
Monika Horstmann, New Delhi, Manohar, 2002, pp. 215-32. 
40. The Dhamakhera branch is headed by a Vaisya acarya but the members are mostly Dalits. The spiritual essence of 
Satguru Kabir runs through the hereditary line from his first disciple Dharmdas to the present acarya. Their religious 
functions, the cauka enacts the revelation of the four Vedas through elaborate ritualism. They believe in karma and rebirth 
and represent within the different branches of the Kabir panth an orthodox orientation. See also: Uma Thukral, ‘The Avatar 
Doctrine in the Kabir Panth’, in Bhakti Religion, oc. pp., 221-30.  
41. This is even recorded by George Herbert Westcott, an Anglican missionary from the Society of the Propagation of the 
Gospel who lived in Kanpur from 1890 till 1915. He wrote one of the first books on Kabir. He quotes the Kabirpanthis 
saying that the lowest castes like sweepers and washermen should join the Siv Narayan panth and not be allowed to wear 
kanthis. George Herbert Westcott, The Kabir Panth, Calcutta: Susil Gupta, 1953, p. 73.  
42. In Uttar Pradesh the Raidasis do not constitute a panth as in Punjab. Marc Juergensmeyer, Religion as Social Vision. 
The Movement Against Untouchability in 20th Century Punjab, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1982, p. 87.  
43. Sandria Freitag, Collective Action and Community. Public Arenas and the Emergence of Communalism in North India, 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989.  
44. Maren Bellwinkel, Die Kasten-Klassenproblematik im städtisch-industriellen Bereich. Historisch-empirische Fallstudie 
über die Industriestadt Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh, Indien, Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1980, pp. 217. 
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45. His wife Indrani gives a detailed description of the Siv Narayan panth in her autobiography: Indrani Jagjivan Ram, 
Dekhi suni biti batem, (Seen, Heard and Past Tales), New Delhi: Jagjivan Bhavan Press, 1994, p. 52.  
46. He mentions Raidas, Kabir, and Dàyanand Sarasvati as his spiritual fathers. Jagjivan Ram, Caste Challenge in India, 
New Delhi: Vision Books, 1980, p. 38. 
47. Arthur Niehoff gives a detailed description of the Raidas procession in Kanpur but  does not mention the Siv Narayanis 
at all. Factory Workers in India, Wisconsin: Milwaukee Public Museum, 1959, p. 73. 
48. This procession left the temple (math) in Colonelganj and went via Gwaltoli, the working class area, to Parade, the 
main meeting place right in the middle of Kanpur, and back. It lasted till 1961, the Indo-Pakistan War, when all public 
processions were prohibited. It was not resumed after the war.  
49. %��(����W
�'����	� (����"���*���
��Grierson’s����"� �
�����	�	�������"� �
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50. M. Callista Panachickel, SRAP, The Fall and Rise of a Grain of Wheat. Origin and Development of Missionary Sisters 
of ‘Queen of Apostles’, Vienna: Missionary Sisters of ‘Queen of Apostles’, 1995, p.  167. 
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51. Briggs, ibid., p. 214.  
52. He was Walter John's grandfather who settled in a village called Nimbu near Francispur. Walter John only disclosed his 
family history shortly before our first visit to Candravàr Dhàm from 28.2.2001to 4.3.2001. Monika Horstmann and Martin 
Fuchs accompanied me. I would also like to thank the sisters in St. Francispur, Walter John's relations in Nimbu and 
especially Mahànt Bholanàth and bhajanik øyàm Sundar Dàs in Candravàr Dhàm for their hospitality. Since that visit we 
have been  reckoned as members of the panth and included into the annual invitation letter for the ØGuru Granth Jayantã 
SamàrohÙ as Prof. Dr. Monika, Dr. Maren and Dr. Martin. 
53. The Capuchian monk was John Viani, a Canadian with an Italian name. He worked for forty years in the Banaras 
Dioceses but only lived from 1952 till 1955 in St. Francispur. He left a lasting impression due to his spirituality, wisdom 
and ascetic living. 
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58. On our first visit in 2001 the slogans were freshly painted. In 2002 the monsoon had washed them away, and while 
whitewashing the walls they were not applied again. 
59 These are: ‘not to kill, not to steal, not to tell a lie, not to indulge in sex immorality and not to indulge in drinking.’ in 
Bhimrao Ambedkar, ‘The Buddha and His Dhamma. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings and Speeches, vol II, Bombay: 
Government of Maharashtra, 1957, p.293. 
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